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Bishop Bell, WCC Honorary President, Dies 


(Canterbury) - G.K.A. Bell, former Anglican Bishop of Chichester, England, and 
Honorary President of the World Council of Churches since 1954, died at Canter~ 
bury, England, on October 3. 


The general secretary of the World Council of Churches, Dr. W.A. Visser 't 
Hooft, has issued a statement on behalf of the council, which includes 171 Prot- 
estant, Orthodox and Anglican churches in more than fifty countries. 


The statement said: 


"Bishop George Bell, who had been Bishop of Chichester from 1929 till the 
beginning of this year, died yesterday at Canterbury at the age Olives In him 
the ecumenical movement loses one of its ereat pioneers who gave consecrated 
and uninterrupted service to the cause of Christian cooperation and unity for 
nearly forty years. Sle 


"As chaplain to Archbishop Randall Davidson of Canterbury, he had been well 
-. prepared for his task. In 1925, when he was Dean of Canterbury, he took a 
leading part in the Stockholm Conference on Life and Work. Soon the Universal 
Christian Council for Life and Work made him its chairman. In that capacity 
he took far-reaching initiatives. He was one of the first to see the importance 
of the German Church conflict and gave strong spiritual backing to the Confessing 
Church in its. struggle for Christian freedom over against national socialism. 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion 


in and about the Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for 


pees av he freely reproduced in any form with acknowledgment. 
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"The bishop was also a strong defender of the refugees. In the second 
world war his speeches - many of which were made in the House of Lords - were a 
constant reminder that, especially in time of war, the Christian conscience must 
be awake. His protests against obliteration bombing or against a revengeful at- 
titude to the whole German people cost him a good deal of his popularity, but 
many saw after the war that he had been right. 


the World Council of Churches. In 1948 he was chosen as the first chairman of 

its Central Committee - a post which he held till 1954 when he became the coun- 
cil's Honorary President, continuing, however, to attend its meetings and taking 
=~ an active part in its life. 


"He was equally concerned with the unity of the Church and with its task in 
the world. °' He presided over commissions on unity at two Lambeth Conferences, 


' 
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"Bishop Bell had taken a considerable part in the process of formation of 
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and published the four volumes of "Documents on Christian Unity". But his war- \ 


E time speeches carry the significant title: "The Church and Humanity". He was 
. always ready to intervene for those who were persecuted or suffering from injus- : 
tice, aR les ; 


"Bishop Bell's sermon in Odense Cathedral, Denmark, in August, on the occa—- 
sion of the tenth anniversary of the World Council of Churches, was his last pub- 
dic utterance. . That. sermon was on the text: ‘We are unprofitable servants’. 


7 "Mhe World Council loses in him its most beloved leader who had--done: more 
than anyone to create that new spirit.in.and between the churches of which the 
|. World Council’ is the living embodiment." 


ie _. The funeral. service. was held in. Canterbury. on.October.7.- A memorial.service © 
for Bishop Bell was held on Friday, October 10, in the Cathedral at Chichester, 

oe and on Tuesday, October 14, the British Council of Churches has arranged a memori- 
al service in London at St. Martin's—in-the-Fields. Dr. Visser. 't..Hooft.will 

AGS give the address and the Archbishop of Canterbury will pronounce the blessing. 
pees. ae at as, set . , , E.P.S., Geneva 


Seventh Graduate School Begins at Bossey 


Bey, (Geneva) - Forty-two students, the largest enrolment: on record, are taking part 
in the Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies, which opened on October 2 at the 

_ Ecumenical Institute of the World Council of Churches, at Bossey, just outside 
Geneva, Switzerland. a 


#12 ah This year's students, who come from 21 nations’ and represent 11 denominations, 
will focus their attention on "The Roman Catholic World", including problems of 

ecclesiology and of missiology and missionary practice, Also under discussion 
will be the attitude of the Roman Catholic Church towards the ecumenical movement . 


Rien | 

san Included among the guest lecturers this term will be a Roman Catholic, Prot. 
J.G.M, Willebrands, of Warmond, Holland, and Waldensian Professor Giovanni Miegge 

of Rome. Other lecturers include Dr. Marc Boegner of Paris, president. of. the 


ee French Protestant Federation, and Professor H.0.W. d'Espine of Geneva, president 

: of ‘the Swiss Protestant Church Federation. rare a 

a _... Students enrolled in the. school represent Lutheran, Disciple, Anglican, Con- 

* gregational, Methodist, Presbyterian and Reformed, Orthodox, Baptist, Unitarian 

Q Syrian Orthodox churches and the Church of South India. The largest group of 

te} students - eleven — comesfrom the United States. There are six enrolled from 
Germany and five from the United Kingdom. Other countries represented are 
France, Formosa, Canada, Greece, Netherlands, South Africa, Sweden, Cuba, Finland 
Ceylon, Switzerland, the Cameroons, Spain, Cyprus, Madagascar, Denmark Thee 
and Ethiopia. : 


No. 37 - October lOth, 1958 =o 291 


; The students, joined by WCC staff members and officials from the University 
of Geneva, gathered in the chapel at Bossey for opening worship on October 2, and 
heard .a sermon by Dr. Nick Nissiotis, new assistant director of the institute. 

He warned the s students that they would be’"tempted and scandalised" for four and 
a half months, but that "we have come to be mutually creative. It is a very 
ditticuitwaask. It requires our openness to the same Holy Spirit Who is the 
unifying power," he concluded, 


During a classroom session, the semester officially got under way as Dr. 
Wolf, Professor Jacques Courvoisier, Rector of the University of Geneva, and Dr. 
Visser 't Hooft welcomed the students to Bossey. B.P.os,-Geneva 


CCIA Director Speaks on. Fat Bast Grigia 


~ (oronto) - The off-shore islands of Quemoy and Matsu “should not be permitted to 
continue as a thorn in the side of peace if the People's Republic of China agrees 
to seek its objectives by peaceful means", Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, director of 
the Commission of the Churches on Tnternational Affairs, said on September 29 in 
Toronto, Canada, at a meeting of the United Lutheran Church Women. 


"Tt must now be clear," he said, "that the maintenance of military power on 
Quemoy not only serves no useful pad ey purpose but also creates an untenable 
and. therefore, all the more terrifying occasion for a world war." 


Pointing ‘out that his comments did not represent the official position of 
the CCIA, the World Council of Churches or the International Missionary Council, 
Dr. Nolde said that he believed "they reflect opinions widely held by Christians 
in, ‘the ecumenical fellowship". 


"The principle must be accepted by all parties concerned that expansion, 
whether territorial or ideological, shall not be sought by military force or the 
threat thereof," he continued. 


Dr. Nolde said that the fact that negotiations have been going on 
is “efreouraging" » and urged that. they "be continued at whatever 
level .and through whatever agency offers promise of agreement". All governments, 
he added, "intermediate and smaller, should seize every reasonable opportunity 
to stimulate continued negotiation and the necessary accommodation of positions. 
For all governments, while not directly involved, are directly concerned in a 
‘situation which carries the threat of enlarged war." 


The CCIA executive pointed out that a "cease-fire should be urgently sought, 
although a de facto cease-fire may represent a first advance. All parties should 
equitably repudiate the use of force as a means of gaining new territory or of 
-regaining previously held territory. Such repudiation in no sense rules out 
the assertion of claims by peaceful methods." _E.P.S., Geneva 


Cameroons Churches Consider Progress of Social Change Study 
(Douala) - Study groups of pastors and laymen will be set up in leading towns in 
the Cameroons to "bring a united Christian witness", according to plans made last 
month at a conference held in Douala to consider the study on "Christian Respon- 
sibility in Areas of Rapid Social Change" , sponsored by the World Council of 
Churches. 


- The conference also expressed the hope that the church would grow increasing-— 
| ly aware of its spiritual responsibility for youth, and proposed that the churches 
appoint and pay qualified’ youth leaders. At the same time, the conference dele- 
gates suggested a joint programme to train women for social work and also asked 
for a study to be made on the economic and social causes of polygamy. 
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mee ‘Other subjects discussed by the representatives of .Baptist, Evangelical and 
pie abiesed ar churches ineluded the role of the Church in the Cameroons, economic 
development and rural.life, women in the Church, - ‘social and moral problems | of 

- the. city, the Hers Lopmeae of Christianity in the . villages of the Batouri area 

and church unity... |. | . | ‘EAP. Se; Geneva 


1959 Kirchentag Preparations U Under Way 


ese ~ More than 50,000 persons are expected to attend all the sessions of 
the ninth German Kirchentag, scheduled for August 12500. 16 in Munich, . according 
to the preparatory committee which has just been set up. 


Dr. Hans Meinzolt, committee chairman, said that about sixty addresses will 
be given in eleven aivrerent study groups’ considering current guestions of faith 
and: the Church. Leaders in science, industry and government will speak to ‘twen- 
ty-two "committees-of-experts" during the week. Between 500,000 and 600,000 
- persons, are expected to attend some of the Kirchentag meetings, and there will 
be special theatrical producti ions, concerts, jectures and exhibitions. 

elke Se, Geneva 


; 


aoe is Church h Donios 1H es Cut With Missouri’ Synod 
(Waterloo, Canada) ~ The Canadian churches in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 


have not cut their ties with the synod, according to the Rev. Walter 0. lings 
" President” ‘of the Ontario’ District (see EPS No. 36). 


Three of the church's Canadi an districts were reorganized into "The Iutheran 
Church in Canada", he explained, to establish eligibility for charter status in 
Canada. °"This new organization in-no’ way alters our present status with the 

Missouri Synod, " Me, Hathke said, and added that a similar pattern of: organiza- 
tion had been used by Missouri Synod districts in England and .Brazil. 


Church officials emphasized that the formation of the Lutheran Church in | 
Canada by the Missouri synod churches would not stand in the way of further dis- 
cussions pale other Intheran bodies in Canada. “E. P.S., Geneva 


aged’ Se Tadshe: Meet in dW Grede 


(Athens) - Seventy young YWCA leaders from twenty-nine nations attended the fourt 
World YWCA Werbership Conference last month in Athens, Greece, to exchange pro- | 
gramme information, stucy the aims»of the ee and sh discuss waves the YWCA 

can become more efzective. 


.. « Speakers incluisd Ms. Pierre Francois of UNESCO ‘and Dr. D: Economou of the 
Greek Prime Minister's cffice. ‘The Hon Isabel Catto, World YWCA president, was 
among the participan‘s. E.P.S., Geneva 


baa NS ‘ “ut ’ 
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‘The House of Bi chops of sth Neate iGobtr obvsbtisin of: ieieencace oR bated the 
Archbishop of Canterbury to’ form a. Committee of. the’ Convocation to) study; recent 
proposals for Anglican Mestocien unity in England and Scotland. . The: bishops 
suggested formation of a group of laymen, to work with the committee and asked 
for new conversations between the churches. concerned to. renee es) the issues, ue 
| tay to.achieve fuller unity (sée BPS No. 18, 1957) . . 


ae 
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A book on "The Theory and Practice of the Ecumenical Movement" has appeared 
in Japanese. Professor Paul M. Suzuki, of St. Paul's University, Tokyo, traces 
the history of Christian divisions, the ecumenical movement since the Protestant 
Reformation, and problems of worship and ordination. 


oe eae 


The first issue of the "Bulletin" of the Institute of Coptic Studies in 
Cairo, Egypt, has just.come off the press. Articles in French, English and Ara- 
bic are included in the issue, on the subjects of Coptic monasticism, the cult 
of St. Anthony, Coptic music, the development and revision of the Coptic calendar 
and Christian education in the early Coptic church. 


Kye 


Dr. Nick A. Nissiotis, 33, of the Greek Orthodox Church, has begun his dtities 
as assistant director of the World Council of Churches! Ecumenical Institute near 
Geneva, Switzerland. Dr. Nissiotis, who was a tutor at the institute in 1956-57, 
has a bachelor of divinity degree in Greek Orthodox theology and a doctor of divin- 
» ity degree in Greek Orthodox theology and a doctor of divinity degree from the 
University of Athens. He has studied under Emil Brunner and Karl Barth and at 
the St. Thomas Aquinas Philosophical Institute in Louvain, Belgium, and holds a 
bachelor of divinity degree in scholastic philosophy. 


x % 


Miss Anna-Greta Stjame, BM, of the Swedish Evangelical Mission, was murdered 
by bandits near Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, last month. Miss Stjarne had just return- 
ed to Ethiopia after a year's furlough in Sweden to begin her second five-year 
term. 


TRE 


Dr. Rudolf Bultmann, well-known professor emeritus of New Testament at the 
University of Marburg, Germany, has been appointed visiting professor in the De- 
partment of Bible and Religion at Syracuse (New York) University for the second 
semester of the 1958-59 academic year. 


ZS 


More than $20,000 has -been sent to drought victims in northwestern Brazil 
through Church World Service, relief arm of the National Council of. Churches in 
the USA (see EPS No. 36). 


k * 


Two church groups, one in Canada and one in the United States, have urged 
recognition of Communist China, The General Council of the United Church of 
Canada asked the Canadian government to recognize Red China, and went on record 
as favouring its admission to the United. Nations. At the same time, a group of 
Methodist pastors and laymen from ten Western states, Alaska and Hawaii, also 
_urged. the admission of Communist China to the UN. . 

%* % 


Closer cooperation between Protestants and Roman Catholics in the Gerinan 
Democratic Republic has been advocated by the participants at a meeting between 
: Protestant and Roman Catholic: journalists, at the Evangelical Academy in Tutzing. 

-They: agreed.that the.situation in East Germany is so: serious that all the forces 
‘of Christianity must unite to oppose ‘the "myths" of the Communist regime. The 
group urged intercessory prayer for the pastors and church workers who are in 
prison, and. suggested that Protestants and Roman Catholics. cooperate when pre- 
paring for large church gatherings in the DIR. K.P.S., Geneva 
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Special Report ae | | ' | | 
Presbyterians Plan 400th Anniversary Celebrations » ' 


(Geneva) - A fresh look at the Reformation and a renewed dedication to its see 
tinual challenge will unite more than 45,000,000 Christians a member churc # 
of the World Presbyterian Alliance in next year's opening of "The Reformed an 
Presbyterian Jubilee, 1959-1960", | : 


Centred in the celebration of major historical anniversaries in Europe ; ee, 
Jubilee will include pilgrimages, public pageants, special sessions of high chur 
courts and city-wide festivals in such cities as Paris, Edinburgh and Geneva, 


A determination to make-the Jubilee more than another in a series of histori- 
cal birthdays marks the plans under consideration at the Geneva headquarters of 
the World Presbyterian Alliance and in the committees of the member churches most 
‘closely connected to Jubilee events. A world Day of Prayer and Dedication next 
May 31 will set the theme for the entire Jubilee period. Special services in 
the congregations of all member churches, as well as an ecumenical service in the 
Cathedral of St. Pierre in Geneva, will mark the date. In study groups, private 
devotions and service projects the Jubilee participants will enter into an exami- 
nation of their Reformed heritage, testing the loyalty of their own denomination 
to the principles contained in the historical events, and determining the future 
course of their Reformed discipleship. 


The churches in the homelands of the individual historical anniversaries 
will be responsible for the various national celebrations, with the Geneva offices 
of the Alliance serving as a channel for informing the entire membership of the 
programme and producing materials for the use of the churches. In France the 
A0O0th meeting of the National Synod of the French Reformed Church will convene 
in Paris on May 27, following a pilgrimage to the city of Noyon, marking the 450th 
year since the birth of John Calvin. The Paris Synod will recall the courageous 
meeting .in the French capital of the first National Synod in 1559, when such a 
public gathering in a stronghold of Roman Catholicism demanded an extreme measure 
of dedication to the Reformation. 


On the following Sunday, May 31, the centre of the European celebrations | 
moves to Geneva for the St. Pierre observance of the Day of Prayer and Dedication. | 
On June 1 in Geneva the newly-restored Calvin "Auditoire" (Knox Chapel) will be | 
dedicated in a service to which all Alliance members will be invited to send dele- | 
gates and participants. The "Auditoire’ was the home of the English-speaking | 
congregation of which John Knox was pastor during the persecution of Protestants 
under Queen Mary. It was also used by Calvin as a lecture centre, and was used | 
by some of the early classes of the Academy opened by Calvin in 1559 for the train-| 
ing of leaders for "the Church and the civil government", The Academy, which | 
.provided a large number of leaders for the European Reformation, is looked upon 
-as the forerunner of the University of Geneva, which will celebrate its 400th 
amiversary in connection with the Geneva portion of the Jubilee. The City of 
Geneva, deeply aware of the importance of the Reformation for the history of the 
community and of Switzerland as a whole, will also participate in the celebration, 
which will last through June 6. The historic Swiss tradition of offering a haven 
for the persecuted and the 400th anniversary of Calvin's becoming a citizen of 
Geneva will be a theme of the civic celebration. An additional event to be 
marked during this portion of the Jubilee is the 400th anniversary of the publi- 
cation of Calvin's definitive edition of The Institutes of the Christian Religion, 


still the cornerstone of the theology of the Reformed and Presbyterian churches. 


The Institutes will not be the last Reformation document to receive new 
attention from the Jubilee celebrations. = In Germany and elsewhere churches of 
Reformed background will be preparing for the 400th anniversary of the publica- 
tion of the Heidelberg Catechism, which will fall early in the 1960s. Between 
the Geneva festival and the Heidelberg anniversary the attention of the Alliance 
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membership will turn to Scotland, where the 400th anniversary of the Reformation 
of the Church of Scotland will be celebrated in 1960. The mother church of Pres= 
byterianism in the English-speaking world, the Church of Scotland, plans an Octo- 
ber 1960 special meeting of its General Assembly, which will mark the significance 
of the 1560 Reform. Parish and presbytery celebrations will also be taking place 
in Scotland during the anniversary year. 


The World Presbyterian Alliance will make available to its members a docu- 
mentary film on the history of the Reformed tradition. Beginning with the human- 
ist and Zwinglian periods of the Reformation, the film will depict the expansion 
of the renewed Church across Europe and the world, as well as the modern dedica- 
tion to mission and ecumenism that characterizes the Reformed family. Produced 
in Paris by the firm of "Films Roger Leenhardt", the film will keynote the Jubilee 
theme of modern challenge in the light of historical development. The Leenhardt 
producing group, known throughout Europe for their ability to make documentary 
material come to life for modern audiences, this year continued their record of 
winning major awards as their productions received two first-division medals in 
the Venice Film Festival. First-place awards by the French film critics and by 
last year's Cannes Festival judges are indications of the talent that led the 
French government to select leenhardt to make the films being shown at the French 
exhibit at the Brussels Fair. 


The film itself, as well as other material for the Jubilee, will bring to 
the attention of the Reformed family major Reformation triumphs that are often 
little known outside Europe. Chief among these will be the Reformation in Eastern 
Europe. A pilgrimage to Hungary, home of the 2,000,000-member Reformed Church 
of Hungary, is being planned. An additional 1,000,000 Hungarian-speaking Reform- 
ed Christians live outside the borders of that nation, and Poland, Czechoslovakia, 
Rumania and Yugoslavia are also centres for active Reformed churches. 

E.P.S., Geneva 


Recent Periodical 


The Student World 


The recent issue of "The Student World", quarterly magazine of the World's 
Student Christian Federation, is based on the Quadrennial Congress of the British 
SCM held in Edinburgh, Scotland, in April, under the title "Life for the World". 
It contains two addresses by Dr. D.T. Niles, chairman of the federation, on "Jesus 
Christ Is Life" and “His Life Is Liberty", and the address of Dr. W.A. Visser 't 
Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, on "Life Through the 
Church’; Other speeches included are “Where Is Science Taking Us?", by John 
Wren-Lewis, "A Dying and a Rising Life", by George F. Macleod, and "Christians 
and Economic Progress", by Denys L. Munby. 


In the "Student World Chronicle" there is an article on "College Desegrega— 
tion in the Southern United States", and the number also contains a staff travel 
diary on the Middle East and the usual book review section. E.P.S., Geneva 
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